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Starboard Value LP, together with the other participants named herein, intends to make a preliminary filing with the
Securities and Exchange Commission of a proxy statement and accompanying proxy card to be used to solicit votes
for the election of a slate of director nominees at the 2014 annual meeting of shareholders of Darden Restaurants, Inc.,
a Florida corporation (the “Company”).

On July 15, 2014, Starboard Value LP delivered a letter to the Company’s Board of Directors. The full text of the
letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.

CERTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPANTS

Starboard Value LP, together with the other participants named herein (collectively, “Starboard”), intends to make a
preliminary filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) of a proxy statement and an accompanying
proxy card to be used to solicit votes for the election of a slate of director nominees at the 2014 annual meeting of
shareholders of Darden Restaurants, Inc. (the “Company”).

STARBOARD ADVISES ALL SHAREHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY TO READ THE PROXY STATEMENT
AND OTHER PROXY MATERIALS AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE BECAUSE THEY WILL CONTAIN
IMPORTANT INFORMATION. SUCH PROXY MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE ON
THE SEC’S WEB SITE AT HTTP://WWW.SEC.GOV. IN ADDITION, THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE
SOLICITATION WILL PROVIDE COPIES OF THESE MATERIALS WITHOUT CHARGE UPON REQUEST.

The participants in this solicitation are Starboard Value and Opportunity Master Fund Ltd (“Starboard V&O Fund”),
Starboard Value and Opportunity S LLC (“Starboard S LLC”), Starboard Value and Opportunity C LP (“Starboard C
LP”), Starboard Leaders Delta LLC (“Delta LLC”), Starboard Leaders Fund LP (“Leaders Fund”), Starboard Value LP,
Starboard Value GP LLC (“Starboard Value GP”), Starboard Principal Co LP (‘“Principal Co”), Starboard Principal Co GP
LLC (“Principal GP”), Starboard Value A LP (“Starboard A LP”), Starboard Value A GP LLC (“Starboard A GP”),
Starboard Value R LP (“Starboard R LP”), Starboard Value R GP LLC (“Starboard R GP”), Jeffrey C. Smith, Mark R.
Mitchell, Peter A. Feld, Bradley D. Blum, Charles M. Sonsteby, Robert Mock, Craig S. Miller, Betsy S. Atkins,

Margaret Shan Atkins, Jean M. Birch, James P. Fogarty, Cynthia T. Jamison, William H. Lenehan, Lionel L. Nowell,

III, and Alan N. Stillman.

As of the date hereof, Starboard V&O Fund directly beneficially owns 2,506,267 shares of common stock, no par
value of the Company (the “Common Stock’), which includes 979,939 shares of Common Stock underlying call options
exercisable within 60 days hereof. As of the date hereof, Starboard S LLC directly owns 573,216 shares of Common
Stock. As of the date hereof, Starboard C LP directly owns 314,202 shares of Common Stock. Starboard R LP, as the
general partner of Starboard C LP, may be deemed the beneficial owner of the 314,202 shares owned by Starboard C
LP. Starboard R GP, as the general partner of Starboard R LP, may be deemed the beneficial owner of the 314,202
shares owned by Starboard C LP. As of the date hereof, Delta LLC directly owns 1,272,025 shares of Common Stock.
Leaders Fund, as a member of Delta LLC, may be deemed the beneficial owner of the 1,272,025 shares owned by
Delta LLC. Starboard A LP, as the general partner of Leaders Fund and the managing member of Delta LLC, may be
deemed the beneficial owner of the 1,272,025 shares owned by Delta LL.C. Starboard A GP, as the general partner of
Starboard A LP, may be deemed the beneficial owner of the 1,272,025 shares owned by Delta LLC. As of the date
hereof, Starboard Value LP beneficially owns 9,400,000 shares of Common Stock, consisting of shares of Common
Stock owned directly by Starboard V&O Fund, Starboard S LL.C, Starboard C LP and Delta LLC, and 4,734,290
shares of Common Stock held in certain managed accounts (the “Starboard Value LP Accounts”). Each of Starboard
Value GP, as the general partner of Starboard Value LP, Principal Co, as a member of Starboard Value GP, Principal
GP, as the general partner of Principal Co, and Messrs. Smith, Feld and Mitchell, each as a member of Principal GP
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and as a member of the Management Committee of Starboard Value GP and the Management Committee of Principal
GP, may be deemed to be the beneficial owner of the aggregate of 9,400,000 shares of Common Stock owned directly
by Starboard V&O Fund, Starboard S LLC, Starboard C LP, Delta LLC and held in the Starboard Value LP Accounts.
As of the date hereof, Mr. Blum directly owns 2,250 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Sonsteby
directly owns 3,000 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Mock directly owns 1,318 shares of
Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Miller directly owns 1,000 shares of Common Stock. As of the date
hereof, Ms. Betsy Atkins directly owns 200 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Ms. Shan Atkins directly
owns 150 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Ms. Birch directly owns 450 shares of Common Stock. As
of the date hereof, Ms. Jamison directly owns 420 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Lenehan
directly owns 1,108 shares of Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Stillman directly owns 100 shares of
Common Stock. As of the date hereof, Mr. Fogarty directly owns 1,990 shares of Common Stock. As of the date
hereof, Mr. Nowell directly owns 400 shares of Common Stock.



