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Item 5.02.  Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers
Mark Nelson, age 62, the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of Columbia Banking System, Inc. (the Company ) and its
wholly owned subsidiary, Columbia State Bank, has advised the Company that he will retire effective September 30, 2013. Melanie Dressel, the
Company s President and Chief Executive Officer, stated During his eleven years with the Company, Mark has been a significant contributor to
our growth and success. He has developed a very strong leadership group to carry on his areas of responsibility. Mark will serve as a consultant
during this transition. All of us at Columbia wish Mark the best in his well-earned retirement. The Company s search for Mr. Nelson s successor
is underway.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: July 8, 2013 COLUMBIA BANKING SYSTEM, INC.

By: /s/ Melanie J. Dressel
Melanie J. Dressel
President and Chief Executive Officer



