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Item 5. Other Events.

On November 10 ,2003, Cathay General Bancorp (the "Registrant") redeemed
the entire $40,000,000 aggregate principal amount of 8.375% Subordinated Notes
due 2007 (the "Notes") at a redemption price of 101% of the principal amount
thereof, together with accrued interest thereon to said redemption date. The
Notes were originally issued by GBC Bancorp ("GBC Bancorp") pursuant to the
provisions of that certain Indenture dated as of July 30, 1997 (the
"Indenture"), between GBC Bancorp and BNY Western Trust Company, as Trustee. The
Registrant assumed GBC Bancorp's obligations under the Indenture and the Notes
in connection with the merger of GBC Bancorp with and into the Registrant on
October 20, 2003.

From and after November 10, 2003, interest on the Notes has ceased to
accrue, the Notes are deemed to be no longer outstanding, all rights with
respect thereto, except as stated herein, have ceased, and the Notes will not be
listed on the New York Stock Exchange. The Registrant has also filed a Form 15
with the Securities and Exchange Commission with respect to the Notes.
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