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Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.

On December 30, 2008, First Financial Bancorp. issued a press release announcing updated credit quality guidance to
address its expectations for increased unemployment levels and declining economic conditions over the next several
quarters.

A copy of the press release is attached as Exhibit 99.1.

First Financial Bancorp does not intend for this Item 7.01 or Exhibit 99.1 to be treated as “filed” for purposes of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or incorporated by reference into its filings under the Securities Act of
1933, as amended.

Item 9.01 Exhibits.

The following exhibit shall not be deemed to be “filed” for purposes of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended.

(c) Exhibit:

99.1 First Financial Bancorp. Press Release dated December 30, 2008.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be

signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Date: December 30, 2008

FIRST FINANCIAL BANCORP.

By:

/s/ J. Franklin Hall

J. Franklin Hall

Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer
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99.1 First Financial Bancorp. Press Release dated December 30, 2008.



