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STANDARD MOTOR PRODUCTS, INC.
37-18 Northern Blvd.
Long Island City, New York 11101

April 18,2017
To Our Stockholders:

You are cordially invited to attend the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Standard Motor Products, Inc. to be held at
the offices of Kelley Drye & Warren LLP, 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178, on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at
2:00 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time).

At the Annual Meeting, you will be asked to: (a) elect eleven directors; (b) ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP as
the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm for our 2017 fiscal year; (c) consider and vote upon a
non-binding, advisory resolution approving the compensation of our named executive officers; and (d) consider and
vote upon a non-binding, advisory proposal as to the frequency (every one, two or three years) with which
non-binding stockholder votes to approve the compensation of our named executive officers should be conducted in
the future.

The formal Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders, the Proxy Statement and the Proxy Card are enclosed. We
have also enclosed a copy of our Annual Report to Stockholders, which includes our Form 10-K for our 2016 fiscal
year.

YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT! The Board of Directors appreciates and encourages stockholder participation in the
Company’s affairs and invites you to attend the Annual Meeting in person. It is important, however, that your shares be
represented at the Annual Meeting, and for that reason, we ask that whether or not you expect to attend the Annual
Meeting, you take a moment to complete, sign, date and return the accompanying proxy in the enclosed postage-paid
envelope, or to transmit your voting instructions via the Internet or by telephone. Unless you provide specific
instructions as to how to vote, brokers may not vote your shares in connection with the election of directors, the
advisory vote on the compensation of our named executive officers, or the advisory proposal regarding the frequency
of future non-binding stockholder votes to approve the compensation of our named executive officers.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for your continued support of the Company. I look
forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting.

Sincerely,
/s/ Lawrence I. Sills

Lawrence 1. Sills
Executive Chairman of the Board

Important Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials for the Stockholder Meeting to Be Held on May 18,
2017—this Proxy Statement and the Annual Report are available at www.smpcorp.com under “Investor
Relations—Financial Reporting—Proxy Statements” and “—Annual Reports.”
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STANDARD MOTOR PRODUCTS, INC.
37-18 Northern Blvd.
Long Island City, New York 11101

Notice of Annual Meeting of Stockholders
To Be Held on May 18, 2017

To Our Stockholders:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of STANDARD MOTOR PRODUCTS,
INC. (the “Company”) will be held at the offices of Kelley Drye & Warren LLP, 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY
10178, on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time). The Annual Meeting will be held for the
following purposes:

To elect eleven directors of the Company, all of whom shall hold office until the next annual meeting of
“stockholders and until their successors are duly elected and qualified;

To ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm for the
“fiscal year ending December 31, 2017,

To consider and vote upon a non-binding, advisory resolution approving the compensation of our named executive
“officers;

To consider and vote upon a non-binding, advisory proposal regarding the frequency (every one, two or three years)
4.with which the advisory stockholder vote to approve the compensation of our named executive officers should be
conducted in the future; and

5.To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting.

The foregoing items of business are more fully described in the Proxy Statement accompanying this Notice. The
Board of Directors has fixed the close of business on April 7, 2017 as the record date for the determination of
stockholders entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Annual Meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Whether or not you plan to attend the Annual Meeting, please vote your shares by using the Internet or telephone to
transmit your voting instructions, or by completing, signing and dating the enclosed proxy, which is solicited by the
Board of Directors of the Company, and return the proxy in the pre-addressed envelope, to which no postage need be
affixed if mailed within the United States.

By Order of the Board of Directors

/s/ Carmine J. Broccole

Carmine J. Broccole

Senior Vice President General Counsel

and Secretary

Long Island City, New York
April 18,2017
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STANDARD MOTOR PRODUCTS, INC.
37-18 Northern Blvd.

Long Island City, New York 11101

Proxy Statement for Annual Meeting of Stockholders

To Be Held on May 18, 2017

This Proxy Statement is furnished in connection with the solicitation of proxies by our Board of Directors for use at
our Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on May 18, 2017 or at any adjournment thereof. This Proxy Statement
is being distributed to shareholders on or about April 18, 2017, along with a proxy and our 2016 Annual Report.
Frequently Asked Questions About the Annual Meeting

Where and when is the Annual Meeting?

Our Annual Meeting will be held at the offices of Kelley Drye & Warren LLP, 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY
10178, on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time).

Who can vote at the Annual Meeting?

You are entitled to vote your shares of Common Stock at our Annual Meeting if you were a stockholder at the close of
business on April 7, 2017, the record date for our Annual Meeting.

The total number of shares of Common Stock outstanding and entitled to vote on April 7, 2017 was 23,521,207.
Holders of Common Stock have the right to one vote for each share registered in their names as of the close of
business on the record date.

What is the quorum requirement for the Annual Meeting?

In order to conduct business at our Annual Meeting, our By-laws require the presence in person or by proxy of
stockholders holding a majority of the outstanding shares of Common Stock entitled to vote. If a quorum is not
present, a vote cannot occur, and our Annual Meeting may be adjourned to a subsequent date for the purpose of
obtaining a quorum. Proxies voted as “withheld,” abstentions and broker non-votes are counted for the purpose of
determining whether a quorum is present.

How do I know whether I am a registered shareholder or a beneficial shareholder?

You are a registered shareholder if your shares of Common Stock are registered directly in your name with our
transfer agent, Computershare Investor Services.

You are a beneficial shareholder if your shares are held in an account at a bank, broker or other holder of record (also
referred to as holding shares “in street name”).

What is the effect of not casting my vote?

If you are a registered shareholder and you do not vote your shares, your shares will not be taken into consideration in
determining the outcome of the matters that are acted upon.

If you are a beneficial shareholder and you do not instruct your bank or broker how to vote your shares, under the
rules of the New York Stock Exchange, your bank or broker will only be able to vote your shares on the ratification of

8
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KPMG LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm (Proposal No. 2). Your bank or broker will not be
able to vote your shares on the election of directors (Proposal No. 1), the advisory resolution to approve the
compensation of our named executive officers (Proposal No. 3), or the advisory proposal regarding the frequency
(every one, two or three years) with which the advisory stockholder vote to approve the compensation of our named
executive officers should be conducted in the future (Proposal No. 4), resulting in “broker non-votes” on those items.
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How do I vote my shares?

Registered shareholders may vote in one of four ways:
Vote by Mail: Complete, sign, date and return your proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.

Vote in Person: Attend the Annual Meeting, or send a personal representative with an appropriate proxy, to vote by
ballot at the meeting.

Vote by Internet: Go to the website listed on your proxy card to vote by Internet. You will need to follow the
instructions on your proxy card and the website.

Vote by Telephone: Call the telephone number on your proxy card to vote by telephone. You will need to follow the
instructions on your proxy card and the voice prompts.

If you vote by Internet or by telephone, your electronic vote authorizes the named proxies to vote on your behalf in the
same manner as if you completed, signed, dated and returned your proxy card. If you vote by Internet or by telephone,
you do not need to return your proxy card.

If you are a beneficial shareholder, you will receive instructions from your bank, broker or other holder of record that
you must follow in order to have your shares voted. If you wish to vote in person at the meeting, you must obtain a
legal proxy from the bank, broker or other holder of record that holds your shares, and bring it, or other evidence of
stock ownership, with you to the meeting.

Can I change my vote after I have voted?

Proxies are revocable at any time before they are exercised at our Annual Meeting. If you are a registered shareholder
and you originally voted by mail, Internet or telephone, you may revoke your proxy by:

completing and returning a timely and later-dated proxy card, or using the Internet or telephone to timely transmit
your later voting instructions,

-appearing at our Annual Meeting and voting in person, or

_contacting Carmine J. Broccole, Secretary of the Company, at the following address to notify him that your proxy is
revoked:

Standard Motor Products, Inc.
37-18 Northern Blvd.

Long Island City, NY 11101
Email: financial @ smpcorp.com
Fax: 718-784-3284

If you are a beneficial shareholder, you must follow the directions provided by your bank, broker or other holder of
record to change or revoke any prior voting instructions.

2
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What are my voting options and how does management recommend that I vote?

Board of
Proposal Voting Options Director’s
Recommendation
) ) For All, Withhold All or For All
1. Election of Directors Except Any Individual Nominee For All
2. Ratification of the appointment of KPMG LLP For, Against or Abstain For
.AdV1s0.ry Vote? on the Compensation of our Named For, Against or Abstain For
Executive Officers
Advisory Vote on the Frequency of a Stockholder Vote on 1 Year, 2 Years, 3 Years or | Year

“the Compensation of our Named Executive Officers Abstain

In the absence of instructions, proxies will be voted in accordance with the recommendation of the Board of Directors
of the Company with respect to Proposals No. 1 through 4, and in accordance with the best judgment of the
individuals named as proxies with respect to any other matter properly brought before the meeting.

What vote is required to approve of each proposal?
Proposal No. 1: Nominees receiving a plurality of the votes cast will be elected as directors.

Proposals No. 2-4: The number of votes cast FOR (or in favor of the proposal) must exceed the number of votes cast
AGAINST the proposal. Only those votes cast FOR or AGAINST a proposal will be counted to determine the results
of the vote. Abstentions and broker non-votes will not count as votes cast.

Your vote on Proposals No. 3 and 4 are advisory, meaning they will not be binding on the Board of Directors or the
Company; however, the Board will review the voting results and take them into consideration when making future
decisions regarding executive compensation and the frequency with which the advisory stockholder vote on executive
compensation should be conducted.

Who will pay the expenses of this proxy solicitation?

The Company will pay all expenses in connection with the solicitation of proxies by our Board of Directors for use at
our Annual Meeting. We will also pay banks, brokers or other holders of record their out-of-pocket and reasonable
clerical expenses incurred in sending our proxy materials to beneficial owners for the purpose of obtaining their
proxies.

How will the Company solicit proxies?

We will primarily solicit proxies by mail; however, certain of our directors, officers or employees may solicit by
telephone, electronically or by other means of communication. Our directors, officers and employees will receive no
additional compensation for any such solicitation. We do not expect to engage any paid solicitors to assist us in the

solicitation of proxies.

3
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Proposal No. 1

Election of Directors
Our Board of Directors recommends that you vote FOR all of our director nominees.

At our Annual Meeting, eleven directors are to be elected to hold office until our next annual meeting of stockholders
and until their successors are duly elected and qualified. All nominees are currently directors of the Company.

Information Regarding Nominees

The following paragraphs provide information, as of the date of this Proxy Statement, about each nominee. The
information includes each director’s age, all positions they hold, their principal occupation and business experience for
at least the past five years, and the names of other publicly-held companies of which they currently serve as a director
or for which they have served as a director at any time during the past five years. In addition to the information
presented below regarding each nominee’s specific experience, qualifications, attributes and skills that led our Board to
the conclusion that he or she should serve as a director, we also believe that all of our director nominees have a
reputation for integrity, honesty and adherence to high ethical standards. Each nominee has demonstrated business
acumen and an ability to exercise sound judgment, as well as a commitment to serve the Company and our Board.
Finally, we value their significant experience on other public company boards of directors and board committees.

Each person listed below has consented to be named as a nominee and agreed to serve if elected. If any of those
named are not available for election at the time of the Annual Meeting, discretionary authority will be exercised to
vote for substitutes unless the Board chooses to reduce the number of directors. Management is not aware of any
circumstances that would render any nominee listed below unavailable.

You can read more about the process our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee undertook to select our
director nominees on page 17 under the heading “Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee”.

Lawrence L.

Sills Mr. Sills has served as our Executive Chairman of the Board since March 2016, and as a director of the
Executive =~ Company since 1986. Mr. Sills has also served as our Chairman of the Board from December 2000 to
Chairman of March 2016, Chief Executive Officer from December 2000 to March 2016, our President and Chief
the Board Operating Officer from 1986 to 2000, and our Vice President of Operations from 1983 to 1986. Mr.
Age 77 Sills is the father of Eric P. Sills, a director of the Company and our Chief Executive Officer and
Director President. Mr. Sills holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from Dartmouth College.
Since 1986

4
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William H.
Turner
Presiding
Independent
Director
Age 77
Director
Since 1990

John P.
Gethin
Director
Age 68
Director
Since 2016

5

We believe Mr.Sills’ qualifications to serve as a director and our Executive Chairman of the Board
include his wealth of experience and the business understanding that Mr. Sills has obtained from over
50 years of working in various capacities at the Company and in the automotive industry. Mr. Sills’
knowledge of all aspects of the Company’s business and its history, position him well to serve as our
Executive Chairman. In addition, we believe Mr. Sills’ qualifications to sit on our Board include his and
his family’s significant ownership interest in the Company, which serves to align his interests with the
interests of our other stockholders, and the fact that he represents the third generation of the Sills family
which established the Company in 1919.

Mr. Turner has served as our Presiding Independent Director since January 2006, and as a director of
the Company since May 1990. Formerly, Mr. Turner served as a director of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.,
Volt Information Sciences, Inc., Franklin Electronic Publishers, Inc. and New Jersey Resources
Corporation. In May 2015, Mr. Turner was elected as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Bloomfield
College, and since 1985, he has served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the International
College, Beirut, Lebanon. From 2008 to 2010, Mr. Turner served as Acting Dean of the Business
School at Montclair State University, and from 2004 to 2008, he served as the Dean of the College of
Business at Stony Brook University. Mr. Turner served as the Senior Partner of Summus Ltd., a
consulting firm, from 2002 to 2004. From 1997 to 2002, he served in various capacities at PNC Bank
NJ, including President, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman Northeast Region. He was President and
Co-Chief Executive Officer of Franklin Electronic Publishers, Inc. from 1996 to 1997. Prior to that
time, he was the Vice Chairman of Chase Manhattan Bank and its predecessor, Chemical Banking
Corporation. Mr. Turner completed the Advanced Management Program from Harvard Business
School, and he holds an MBA from New York University and a BA from Trinity College.

We believe Mr.Turner’s qualifications to serve as a director and our Presiding Independent Director
include his extensive executive leadership and financial and managerial experience. His service as Chief
Executive Officer and Vice Chairman at several banking institutions make him a valuable asset to our
Board, and has provided him with a wealth of knowledge in dealing with financial and accounting
matters. The depth and breadth of his exposure to complex financial issues at other large corporations,
as well as the deep understanding of our Company that he has acquired from serving on our Board for
more than twenty-five years, make him a valuable advisor.

Mr. Gethin has served as a director of the Company since March 2016, and as our Chief Operating
Officer from 2000 to March 2016, and our President from 2000 to February 2015. From 1997 to 2000,
Mr. Gethin served as our Senior Vice President of Operations. From 1998 to 2003, he served as the
General Manager of our Temperature Control Division. From 1995 to 1997, Mr. Gethin was our Vice
President and General Manager of EIS Brake Parts Division (a former business unit of ours). Mr.
Gethin holds a BBA from Texas Christian University.

13
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Pamela
Forbes
Lieberman
Director
Age 63
Director
Since 2007

Patrick S.
McClymont
Director
Age 47
Director
Since 2017

We believe Mr. Gethin’s qualifications to serve as a director include his extensive knowledge of our
Company, and in particular, his experience developing, directing and improving upon our organizational
processes and operational efficiencies for more than 16 years. Mr. Gethin has also acquired extensive
knowledge of the automotive aftermarket industry, and his ability to leverage his knowledge and
experience to provide unique insight to our Board makes him well qualified to serve as a member of the
Board.

Ms. Forbes Lieberman has served as a director of the Company since August 2007. Ms. Forbes
Lieberman also serves as a director of A.M. Castle & Co. and VWR Corporation. From March 2006 to
August 2006, Ms. Forbes Lieberman served as the interim Chief Operating Officer of Entertainment
Resource, Inc. Prior to such time, Ms. Forbes Lieberman served as President and Chief Executive
Officer and member of the Board of Directors of TruServ Corporation (now known as True Value
Company) and prior to that as TruServ’s Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer. Prior to
such time, Ms. Forbes Lieberman held Chief Financial Officer positions at ShopTalk Inc., The
Martin-Brower Company, LLC, and Fel-Pro, Inc. and served as an automotive industry consultant. Ms.
Forbes Lieberman, a Certified Public Accountant, began her career at PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.
Ms. Forbes Lieberman holds an MBA from Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University,
and a BS from the University of Illinois.

We believe Ms.Forbes Lieberman’s qualifications to serve as a director include her many years of
executive experience, including serving as Chief Executive Officer, Chief Operating Officer and Chief
Financial Officer for distribution and automotive companies. She brings demonstrated management
ability at senior levels to the Board and insights into the operational requirements of a large company. In
addition, her knowledge of public and financial accounting matters, logistics, and business strategy
provides valuable insight to our Board.

Mr. McClymont has served as a director of the Company since February 2017. Mr. McClymont also
serves as the Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of IMAX Corporation, and as a
director of Volunteers of America, Greater New York Chapter. Prior to joining IMAX, Mr. McClymont
served as the Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Sotheby’s from October 2013 to
December 2015, and as a Partner and Managing Director of Goldman, Sachs & Co., where he was a
member of the Investment Banking Division from 1998 to October 2013. Mr. McClymont holds a
Master of Business Administration from The Amos Tuck School, Dartmouth College, and a BA, with
distinction, from Cornell University.

14



Edgar Filing: STANDARD MOTOR PRODUCTS INC - Form DEF 14A

Table of Contents

Joseph W.
McDonnell
Director
Age 65
Director
Since 2012

Alisa C.
Norris
Director
Age 47
Director
Since 2012

We believe Mr. McClymont’s qualifications to serve as a director include his expertise in financial
matters and corporate strategy, as well as his business experience at public and private institutions in the
areas of accounting, tax, treasury, finance, investor relations and risk management. His extensive
knowledge in these areas, and his familiarity with the automotive industry, both domestically and abroad,
make him a valuable advisor to our Board.

Mr. McDonnell has served as a director of the Company since October 2012. Mr. McDonnell is also a
Professor of Public Policy and Management at the University of Southern Maine’s Edmund S. Muskie
School of Public Service and a Director of the University of Southern Maine’s Confucius Institute. Mr.
McDonnell previously served at the University of Southern Maine as Provost and Vice President of
Academic Affairs from August 2014 to August 2015, and as Dean of the College of Management and
Human Service from July 2011 to August 2015. Prior to his work at the University of Southern Maine,
he served as Interim Dean of the College of Business at Stony Brook University and as the President and
Chief Executive Officer of the New York International Commerce Group, Inc., which provides services
for companies doing business in China. Mr. McDonnell holds an Executive Program Certificate from
Harvard Business School, a PhD in Communications from the University of Southern California, and an
MA and BA from Stony Brook University.

We believe Mr.McDonnell’s qualifications to serve as a director include his significant experience in
academics focusing on business administration and the development of management-level personnel, as
well as the various leadership positions he held at foreign and domestic companies prior to becoming an
academic administrator. His expertise in doing business in China and in consulting management on
various strategic initiatives provides valuable insight to our Board.

Ms. Norris has served as a director of the Company since October 2012. Ms. Norris also serves as the
Chief Marketing and Communications Officer at JDRF International. Prior to joining JDRF International,
Ms. Norris served as the Chief Marketing Officer of R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company from April 2013
to January 2015, where she was responsible for all aspects of marketing and communications. Prior to
joining R.R. Donnelley, Ms. Norris served as the Chief People Officer of Opera Solutions, LLC, a
leading predictive analytics company, where she was responsible for staff operations and human capital
management. Prior to Opera Solutions, Ms. Norris served as a Senior Vice President and was a founding
member of Zeborg, Inc., and as a strategy consultant for A.T. Kearney and Mitchell Madison Group. Ms.
Norris holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA from Trinity College, where she was Phi
Beta Kappa.
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We believe Ms. Norris’ qualifications to serve as a director include her significant experience in defining
and implementing corporate governance structures and growth strategies, and in developing and
managing operational resources in the areas of marketing and communications. Her experience of more
than 15 years of providing consulting services to financial services, information technology and media,
and office technology firms makes her a valuable advisor to our Board.

Mr. Sills has served as a director of the Company and our Chief Executive Officer since March 2016,
and as our President since February 2015. Prior to serving as our President, Mr. Sills served as our Vice
President Global Operations from January 2013 to February 2015, and our Vice President Engine
Management Division from 2006 to January 2013. From 1991 to 2006, Mr. Sills served in various

Eric P. Sills capacities in our Company, including as General Manager, LIC Operations, Director of Product

glllrizc;tor, Management, and Plant Manager, Oxygen Sensor Business Unit. He is the son of Lawrence I. Sills. Mr.
. Sills has completed an Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School, and holds an MBA
Executive . . . .
. from Columbia University and a BA from Bowdoin College.
Officer &
President . s o . . . . .
Age 48 We l?elleve Mr. Sills quahflcatlgns to serve as a dlrecFor include his exFenswe know!edge of our business
Director anq its operatl'ons, and the experience that he has acqulre'd throughout his career, havmg served in a
Since 2016 variety of senior management positions across our organization and as an executive officer. In addition,
we believe Mr. Sills’ qualifications to serve as a director include his and his family’s significant ownership
interest in the Company, which serves to align his interests with the interests of our other stockholders,
and the fact that he represents the fourth generation of the Sills family which established the Company in
1919.
Mr. Sturdivant has served as a director of the Company since December 2001. Mr. Sturdivant is a
director of Dennen Steel, an independent consultant, and serves as an Adjunct Professor at the
Warrington College of Business at the University of Florida. From 2000 to 2002, Mr. Sturdivant was
Chairman of Reinventures LL.C. From 1998 to 2000, he was Executive Managing Director of Navigant
Consulting. From 1996 to 1998, he was President of Index Research and Advisory Services, a subsidiary
Frederick D. of Computer Sciences Corporation..PreViously, he served as a'director of Fel-Pro, Inc., State Savings
Sturdivant Bapk, Cplumbus, and The Progre§s1ve. Corporation. Mr. Sturdivant holds a PhD from Northweste.rn .
Director University, an MBA frorp the.Unlversuy of Oregon, and a BS frqm San Jose S.tate.‘After completing his
Age 79 Phl? at Northwest;rn Umversﬁy, Mr. Sturdwant held professo.rshlps at the University of Southerp
Director California, the University of Texas at Austin, the Harvard Business School, and an endowed chair at
. Ohio State University.
Since 2001

We believe Mr.Sturdivant’s qualifications to serve as a director include his many years of experience
providing strategic advisory services to complex organizations in the areas of corporate strategy,
marketing, management, information technology, distribution and environmental analysis. His
knowledge of corporate strategy development and his organizational acumen provide valuable insight to
our Board.

16



