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Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after the effective date of this
registration statement.

If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box. o

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box. X

If this form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration
statement for the same offering. o

If this form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering. o

If this form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box. o

If this form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction 1.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box. o

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer” and “smaller reporting
company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):

Large accelerated filer o Accelerated filer x
Non-accelerated filer o (Do not check if a smaller

reporting company) Smaller reporting company o
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CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Proposed Proposed
Maximum Maximum Amount of
Title of Each Class of Amount to be  Offering Price Aggregate Registration
Securities to be Registered Registered(1)  Per Unit(2) Offering Price Fee
Primary Offering:
Senior Debt Securities
Subordinated Debt Securities
Common Stock, par value $0.01 per share
Preferred Stock, par value $0.01 per share
Warrants
Units
Total $ 200,000,0003) $ 25,760
Secondary Offering:
Common Stock of ePlus inc. by the selling
stockholders, par value $0.01 per share 2,870,000(4) $ 56.59 $ 162,413,300(5) $ 20,919
Total $ 46,679

(1) With respect to the primary offering, there are being registered hereunder such indeterminate number of shares of
common stock and preferred stock, such indeterminate number of warrants, such indeterminate number of units,
such indeterminate principal amount of senior debt securities and such indeterminate principal amount of
subordinated debt securities as shall have an aggregate initial offering price not to exceed $200,000,000. If any
senior debt securities or subordinated debt securities are issued at an original issue discount, then the offering price
of such debt securities shall be in such greater principal amount as shall result in an aggregate initial offering price
not to exceed $200,000,000, less the dollar amount of any securities previously issued hereunder. In general, the
securities registered hereunder also include such indeterminate number of shares of common stock and preferred
stock as may be issued upon conversion of or in exchange for preferred stock or debt securities that provide for
conversion or exchange, upon exercise of warrants or pursuant to the antidilution provisions of any registered
securities.

(2) With respect to the primary offering, the proposed maximum offering price per unit will be determined from time
to time by the registrant in connection with the issuance by the registrant of the securities registered hereunder.

(3)Estimated solely for the purpose of determining the registration fee in accordance with Rule 457(0) under the
Securities Act.

(4)In addition, pursuant to Rule 416(a) under the Securities Act, the shares of common stock being registered for the
selling stockholders hereunder include such indeterminate number of shares as may be issuable as a result of stock
splits, stock dividends or similar transactions.

(5)Estimated pursuant to Rule 457(c) under the Securities Act solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee,
based upon the average of the high and low sales prices of the Registrant’s common stock on January 16, 2014, as
reported on the Nasdaq Global Select Market. The proposed maximum offering price per share of common stock
will be determined from time to time by the selling stockholders in connection with, and at the time of, the sale by
the selling stockholder of the securities registered hereunder.

The registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its
effective date until the registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this registration
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statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act or until the
registration statement shall become effective on such date as the Securities and Exchange Commission, acting
pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not an offer
to sell these securities and it is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale is not
permitted.

SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED JANUARY 21, 2014
PROSPECTUS
ePlus inc.
$200,000,000

Senior Debt Securities
Subordinated Debt Securities
Common Stock
Preferred Stock
Warrants
Units

2,870,000 Shares of Common Stock Offered by the Selling Stockholders

This prospectus will allow us to offer and sell up to an aggregate of $200,000,000 of our senior debt securities,
subordinated debt securities, common stock, preferred stock, warrants and units from time to time at prices and on
terms to be determined at or prior to the time of the offering. In addition, the selling stockholders to be named in a
prospectus supplement may offer and sell up to an aggregate of 2,870,000 shares of common stock, from time to time,
on the terms described in this prospectus or in the applicable prospectus supplement, if any. We or the selling
stockholders may offer and sell these securities to or through one or more underwriters, dealers and agents, or directly
to purchasers, on a continuous or delayed basis. If we or the selling stockholders offer and sell these securities to or
through underwriters, dealers or agents, their names and other applicable details will be included in a prospectus
supplement.

This prospectus describes the general terms of the securities we may offer. The specific terms of any securities and
the specific manner in which we will offer them will be included in a supplement to this prospectus relating to that
offering.

We encourage you to carefully read this prospectus and any applicable prospectus supplement before you invest in our
securities. We also encourage you to read the documents we have referred you to in the “Where You Can Find More

Information” section of this prospectus for information on us and for our financial statements.

Our common stock, par value $0.01 per share, is listed on the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol “PLUS.”
As of January 17, 2014, the closing price of our common stock was $56.50 per share.

Investing in our common stock involves risks. You should carefully consider all of the information set forth in this
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prospectus, including the risk factors set forth under “Risk Factors” on page 5 of this prospectus, as well as the risk
factors and other information in any accompanying prospectus supplement and any documents we incorporate by
reference into this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement, before deciding to invest in our common
stock. See “Incorporation of Certain Information By Reference.”

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of
these securities or passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a
criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is ,2014
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC,
using a “shelf” registration process. Under this shelf registration process, we may sell the securities described in this
prospectus in one or more offerings up to a total offering price of $200,000,000 and the selling stockholders to be
named in a prospectus supplement may sell up to 2,870,000 shares of common stock. This prospectus provides you
with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we offer to sell securities, we will provide a
prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. In addition, if the
selling stockholders offer securities to or through underwriters, dealers or agents, their names and other applicable
details will be included in a prospectus supplement. Any such prospectus supplement may also add, update or change
information contained in this prospectus. You should read both the prospectus and any applicable prospectus
supplement together with the additional information described under the heading “Where You Can Find More
Information.”

You should not assume that the information in this prospectus, any accompanying prospectus supplement or any
documents we incorporate by reference into this prospectus and any prospectus supplement is accurate as of any date
other than the date on the front of those documents. Our business, financial condition, results of operations and
prospects may have changed since those dates.

We have not authorized any selling stockholder, dealer, salesman or other person to give you any information or to
make any representations other than those contained in this prospectus and in the documents we incorporate into this
prospectus. You should not rely on any information or representations that are not contained in this prospectus or in
the documents we incorporate by reference.

This prospectus is not an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, the securities offered hereby in any
jurisdiction to any person to whom it is unlawful to make an offer or solicitation in that jurisdiction. Delivery of this
prospectus at any time does not imply that the information contained herein is correct as of any time subsequent to the
date hereof.

9 ¢ 9 ¢

In this prospectus, all references to the “Company,” “ePlus,” “we,

and its consolidated subsidiaries.

us” and “our” refer to ePlus, inc. a Delaware corporation,
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus contains or incorporates by reference statements that constitute “forward-looking statements” within the
meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), and Section 21E of the

Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). These statements involve known and unknown

risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our or our industry’s actual results, levels of activity,

performance, or achievements to be materially different from any future results, levels of activity, performance, or
achievements expressed or implied by those forward-looking statements. In some cases, you can identify

forward-looking statements by terminology such as “may,” “should,” “intend,” “expect,” “plan,” “budget,” “forecast,” “guidan
“anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “project,” “predict,” “potential,” or “continue,” or the negative of such terms or other comp
terminology. You are cautioned that such forward-looking statements involve significant known and unknown risks,
uncertainties and other factors that may cause our or our industry’s actual results, levels of activity, performance or
achievements to be materially different from any future results, levels of activity, performance or achievements

expressed or implied by those forward-looking statements.

29 ¢
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The forward-looking statements contained in this prospectus and in the documents incorporated by reference into this
prospectus are largely based on our expectations, which reflect estimates and assumptions made by our

management. These estimates and assumptions reflect management’s best judgment based on currently known market
conditions and other factors. Although we believe such estimates and assumptions to be reasonable, they are
inherently uncertain and involve a number of risks and uncertainties beyond our control. In addition, management’s
assumptions may prove to be inaccurate. We caution you that the forward-looking statements contained in this
prospectus and in the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus are not guarantees of future
performance, and we cannot assure any reader that such statements will be realized or the forward-looking statements
or events will occur. Future results may differ materially from those anticipated or implied in forward looking
statements due to factors described below and other factors that are unknown to us. If one or more of these factors
materialize, or if any underlying assumptions prove incorrect, our future results, performance or achievements may
vary materially from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by these forward-looking
statements. Such factors include, but are not limited to, the matters set forth below:

ewe offer a comprehensive set of solutions— integrating information technology (IT) hardware sales, third-party
software assurance and maintenance, professional services, proprietary software, and financing, and may encounter
some of the challenges, risks, difficulties and uncertainties frequently faced by similar companies, such as:
® managing a diverse product set of solutions in highly competitive markets with a small number of key vendors;
eincreasing the total number of customers utilizing integrated solutions by up-selling within our customer base and
gaining new customers;
o adapting to meet changes in markets and competitive developments;
*maintaining and increasing advanced professional services by retaining highly skilled personnel and vendor
certifications;
. integrating with external IT systems, including those of our customers and vendors;
e continuing to enhance our proprietary software and update our technology infrastructure to remain competitive in
the marketplace; and
. reliance on third parties to perform some of our service obligations;
o our dependence on key personnel, and our ability to hire and retain sufficient qualified personnel;
eour ability to implement comprehensive plans for the integration of sales forces, cost containment, asset
rationalization, systems integration and other key strategies;
. a possible decrease in the capital spending budgets of our customers or purchases from us;
eour ability to protect our intellectual property rights and successfully defend any challenges to the validity of our
patents, and, when appropriate, protect license required technology;
o the creditworthiness of our customers and our ability to reserve adequately for credit losses;
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o the possibility of goodwill impairment charges in the future;
o uncertainty and volatility in the global economy and financial markets;
. changes in the IT industry and/or rapid changes in product offerings;
o our ability to secure our electronic and other confidential information;

eour ability to raise capital, maintain or increase as needed our lines of credit with vendors or floor planning facility,
or obtain debt for our financing transactions;

10
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o future growth rates in our core businesses;
. our ability to realize our investment in leased equipment;
e significant adverse changes in, reductions in, or losses of relationships with major customers or vendors;
. our ability to successfully integrate acquired businesses;
e our ability to maintain effective disclosure controls and procedures and internal control over financial reporting;
o reduction of manufacturer incentives provided to us;

e exposure to changes in, interpretations of, or enforcement trends related to tax rules and other regulations; and

esignificant changes in accounting standards including changes to the financial reporting of leases which could
impact the demand for our leasing services, or misclassification of products and services we sell resulting in the
misapplication of revenue recognition policies.

The forward-looking statements speak only as of the date made, and other than as required by law, we undertake no
obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future
events or otherwise.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We have filed with the SEC a registration statement on Form S-3 under the Securities Act with respect to the
securities being offered under this prospectus. This prospectus, which is included in the registration statement, does
not contain all of the information in the registration statement. For further information regarding the Company and
our securities, please see the registration statement and our other filings with the SEC, including our annual, quarterly
and current reports and proxy statements, which you may read and copy at the Public Reference Room maintained by
the SEC at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549. You may obtain information about the Public Reference
Room by calling the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330. Our SEC filings are also available to the public on the SEC’s Internet
website at www.sec.gov. Our Internet website address is www.eplus.com. Information contained on our website is
not part of this prospectus, unless specifically so designated and filed with the SEC.

We furnish holders of our common stock with annual reports containing audited financial statements prepared in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States following the end of each fiscal
year. We file reports and other information with the SEC pursuant to the reporting requirements of the Exchange Act.

Descriptions in this prospectus of documents are intended to be summaries of the material, relevant portions of those
documents, but may not be complete descriptions of those documents. For complete copies of those documents,
please refer to the exhibits to the registration statement and other documents filed by us with the SEC.

INCORPORATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION BY REFERENCE

The SEC allows us to “incorporate by reference” the information we have filed with the SEC, which means that we can
disclose important information to you without actually including the specific information in this prospectus by
referring you to those documents. The information incorporated by reference is an important part of this prospectus
and later information that we file with the SEC will automatically update and supersede this information. Therefore,
before you decide to invest in a particular offering under this shelf registration, you should always check for reports
we may have filed with the SEC after the date of this prospectus. We incorporate by reference into this prospectus (1)
the documents listed below, (2) any future filings we make with the SEC under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of
the Exchange Act following the date of this prospectus and prior to the termination of the offering covered by this
prospectus and any prospectus supplement and (3) any filings we make with the SEC under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14
or 15(d) of the Exchange Act after the date of the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part and prior to
the effectiveness of such registration statement, in each case other than information furnished to the SEC under Items
2.02 or 7.01 of Form 8-K and which is not deemed filed under the Exchange Act and is not incorporated in this

11
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¢ Our Annual Report on Form 10-K for our fiscal year ended March 31, 2013, filed with the SEC on June 6, 2013;
® Our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2013, filed with the SEC on August 7, 2013;

® Our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 30, 2013, filed with the SEC on November 8,
2013;

® Our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed with the SEC on June 20, 2013, August 2, 2013, August 20, 2013,
September 13, 2013 and November 14, 2013; and

®The description of our common stock contained in our Registration Statement on Form 8-A, filed with the SEC on
September 2, 2008.

We will provide, without charge, to each person, including any beneficial owner, to whom a copy of this prospectus
has been delivered, upon written or oral request of such person, a copy of any or all of the documents incorporated by
reference herein (other than certain exhibits to such documents not specifically incorporated by reference). Requests
for such copies should be directed to:

ePlus inc.

13595 Dulles Technology Drive
Herndon, Virginia 20171
(703) 984-8400
Attention: Corporate Secretary

13
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ABOUT ePLUS INC.

We are a leading integrator of technology solutions. We enable organizations to optimize their IT infrastructure and
supply chain processes by delivering world-class IT products from top manufacturers, managed and professional
services, flexible lease financing, proprietary software and patented business methods and systems. Our primary focus
is to deliver advanced technology and cloud-enablement solutions. We have evolved our offerings by continued
investment to expand our professional and managed services, expanding our relationships with key vendors and
broadening our vendor partnerships to capture opportunities in emerging technologies and developing proprietary
software. Our current offerings include:

Technology Segment

e direct marketing of information technology equipment, third-party software; and third-party maintenance and
services;
o professional services;
e proprietary software, including order-entry and order-management software (OneSource®), procurement, asset
management, document management and distribution software, and electronic catalog content management
software and services; and

Financing Segment
° leasing, and business process services to facilitate the acquisition and management of capital assets.

We have been in the business of selling, leasing, financing, and managing information technology and other assets for
more than 22 years and have been licensing our proprietary software for more than 13 years. We currently derive the
majority of our revenues from sales of IT products and providing general and advanced professional services through
our technology segment, which was approximately 96% of total revenue for the year ended March 31, 2013, and
leasing and financing services through our financing segment, which was approximately 4% of total revenue for the
year ended March 31, 2013. Our sales are generated primarily by our direct sales force, inside sales representatives,
and business development associates through telemarketing to our customers, which include commercial accounts;
federal, state and local governments and agencies; hospitals and other healthcare providers; K-12 schools; higher
education institutions, and other not-for-profit and social institutions. We utilize our vendor relationships to generate
new business by introducing customers to new products through various demand generation campaigns and
co-sponsored events. We also lease and finance equipment purchased by our customers, and supply software and
services directly and through relationships with vendors and equipment manufacturers.

Our broad product offerings provide customers with a highly-focused, end-to-end, turnkey solution for purchasing,
lifecycle management, and financing for IT products and services. In addition, we offer asset-based financing and
leasing of capital assets and lifecycle management solutions for the assets during their useful life, including disposal.
We offer our customers a multi-disciplinary approach for implementing, controlling, and maintaining cost savings
throughout their organizations, allowing our customers to simplify their administrative processes, gain data
transparency and visibility, and enhance internal controls and reporting.

We were incorporated in Delaware in 1990 and completed our initial public offering in November 1996. Our
principal executive offices are located at 13595 Dulles Technology Drive, Herndon, Virginia 20171. Our main
telephone number is (703) 984-8400. Our Internet website is www.eplus.com. Information contained on our website
is not incorporated by reference in this prospectus and you should not consider information contained on our website
as part of this prospectus.

14
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RISK FACTORS

An investment in our securities involves risks. We urge you to carefully consider all of the information contained in

or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and other information which may be incorporated by reference in this
prospectus or any prospectus supplement as provided under “Incorporation of Certain Information by Reference,”
including our Annual Reports on Form 10-K and our Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. This prospectus also contains
forward-looking statements that involve risks and uncertainties. Please read “Forward-Looking Statements.” Our actual
results could differ materially from those anticipated in the forward-looking statements as a result of certain factors,
including the risks described elsewhere in this prospectus or any prospectus supplement and in the documents
incorporated by reference into this prospectus or any prospectus supplement. If any of these risks occur, our business,
financial condition or results of operation could be adversely affected.

15
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USE OF PROCEEDS

Unless we inform you otherwise in the applicable prospectus supplement, we may use the net proceeds from the sale
of the offered securities for various business purposes, including strategic acquisitions, capital expenditures, working
capital, the repurchase and redemption of our securities and other general corporate purposes. From time to time, we
may invest any such proceeds in short-term marketable securities. We are not currently in negotiations with any
potential targets, however, we may elect to use the proceeds from the sale of the offered securities to acquire assets
and businesses in our industry that from time to time become available to us provided that such acquisitions are
deemed to be in the best interests of our Company and our stockholders by our board of directors.

Selling stockholders may offer and sell up to an aggregate of 2,870,000 shares of our common stock from time to time
under this prospectus. We will not receive proceeds of any sale of securities by selling stockholders.

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES
We have computed the following ratio of earnings to fixed charges for each of the following periods on a consolidated

basis. You should read the following ratio in conjunction with our consolidated financial statements and the notes to
those financial statements that are incorporated by reference in this prospectus.

Six Months
Ended
Year Ended March 31, September 30,
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2013
Ratio of Earnings to Fixed
Charges(1) 4.70 5.92 15.95 25.89 29.63 29.26

(1)In calculating the ratio of earnings to fixed charges, “earnings” consist of pretax income (loss) before adjustment for
income or loss from equity investees, plus fixed charges, plus amortization of capitalized interest, plus distributed
income of equity investees, plus our share of pre-tax losses of equity investees for which charges arising from
guarantees are included in fixed charges, less interest capitalized, less preference security dividend requirements of
consolidated subsidiaries, less the noncontrolling interest in pre-tax income of subsidiaries that have no incurred
fixed charges. “Fixed charges” represent interest incurred (whether expensed or capitalized), amortization of debt
costs, an estimate of the interest within rental expense and preference security dividend requirements of
consolidated subsidiaries.

16



Edgar Filing: EPLUS INC - Form S-3

Table of Contents
DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES

The following description sets forth certain general terms and provisions of the debt securities to which any
prospectus supplement may relate. A prospectus supplement will describe the terms relating to any debt securities to
be offered in greater detail and may provide information that is different from this prospectus. If the information in
the prospectus supplement with respect to the particular debt securities being offered differs from this prospectus, you
should rely on the information in the prospectus supplement.

The debt securities will be senior debt securities or subordinated debt securities. The senior debt securities will be
issued under an indenture (the “Senior Indenture”), to be entered into between us and a trustee named in the applicable
prospectus supplement, as trustee (the “Senior Trustee”), and the subordinated debt securities will be issued under a
separate indenture (the “Subordinated Indenture”) to be entered into between us and a trustee to be named in the
applicable prospectus supplement, as trustee (the “Subordinated Trustee). The term “Trustee” used in this prospectus
shall refer to the Senior Trustee or the Subordinated Trustee, as appropriate. The Senior Indenture and the

Subordinated Indenture are sometimes collectively referred to herein as the “Indentures” and individually as “Indenture.”
The Indentures are subject to and governed by the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended (the “TIA”), and may be
supplemented from time to time following execution.

The terms of the debt securities include those stated in the applicable Indenture and those made part of the Indenture
by reference to the TIA. The debt securities are subject to all of those terms, and holders of debt securities are referred
to the applicable Indenture and the TIA for a statement of those terms.

The statements set forth below in this section are brief summaries of certain provisions contained in the Indentures, do
not purport to be complete, and are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, the Indentures,
including the definitions of certain terms therein, and the TIA. Capitalized terms used in this section and not
otherwise defined in this section will have the respective meanings assigned to them in the Indentures.

General

The debt securities will be our direct, unsecured obligations. The indebtedness represented by the senior debt
securities will rank equally with all of our other unsecured and unsubordinated indebtedness. The indebtedness
represented by the subordinated debt securities will be subordinated in right of payment to the prior payment in full of
all of our senior debt as described below under “Subordination.”

A prospectus supplement, the applicable Indenture and the supplemental indenture or authorizing resolution
(including any related officers’ certificate or Company order), if any, relating to any series of debt securities being

offered will include specific terms relating to the offering. These terms will include some or all of the following:

ethe form and title of the debt securities and whether the debt securities are senior debt securities or subordinated
debt securities;

e the aggregate principal amount of the debt securities and any limit on the aggregate principal amount;
. the date or dates on which the principal of the debt securities shall be payable;

ethe rate or rates (fixed or variable) at which the debt securities shall bear interest, if any, or the method of
determining such rate or rates;

17
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the date or dates on which any such interest shall be payable, the date or dates on which payment of any such
interest shall commence and the record dates for such payment date or dates;

e the dates on which interest, if any, shall be payable and the record dates for the interest payment dates;

18
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ethe place or places where the principal of and interest, if any, on the debt securities of the series will be payable;

eany optional or mandatory redemption or repayment option, including any sinking fund, purchase or other
analogous provisions;

eany special tax implications of the debt securities, including provisions for original issue discount securities, if
offered;

. any provisions granting special rights to holders when a specified event occurs;

ethe percentage of the principal amount at which the debt securities will be issued and any payments due if the
maturity of the debt securities is accelerated;

eany Events of Default or covenants with respect to the debt securities that differ from, or are in addition to, those set
forth in the applicable Indenture;

eif other than U.S. dollars, the currency or currencies for which the debt securities shall be issued or in which the
principal thereof, any premium thereon and any interest thereon shall be payable;

. provisions regarding the convertibility or exchangeability of the debt securities;
e provisions pertaining to the issuance of debt securities in the form of global debt securities, as described below;
e provisions relating to the modification of the terms of the debt securities or the rights of security holders;
ethe form of and conditions to issuance of debt securities issuable in definitive form, other than as described below;
o the identity of the trustee, the registrar for the debt securities and any paying agent; and
. any other terms not prohibited by the provisions of the applicable Indenture.

The debt securities of a series may be issued in registered, coupon or global form and will be denominated in an
amount equal to all or a portion of the aggregate principal amount of those debt securities. See “Global Debt
Securities.”
Unless otherwise set forth in a prospectus supplement, the debt securities will not contain any provisions that protect
the holders of the debt securities in the event of a change of control of us or in the event of a highly leveraged
transaction, whether or not such transaction results in a change of control of us.
Neither Indenture will limit the amount of debt securities that we may issue, unless we indicate otherwise in a
prospectus supplement. Each Indenture will allow us to issue debt securities of any series up to the aggregate
principal amount that we authorize.

Denominations

Unless otherwise indicated in any applicable prospectus supplement, the debt securities of any series will be issued
only in fully registered form in denominations of $2,000 or any integral multiple of $1,000 in excess thereof.
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Global Debt Securities

Certain series of the debt securities may be issued as permanent global debt securities to be deposited with a
depositary with respect to that series. Unless otherwise indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, the
following is a summary of the depository arrangements applicable to debt securities issued in permanent global form
and for which The Depository Trust Company, or DTC, acts as depositary.

Each global debt security will be deposited with, or on behalf of, DTC, as depositary, or its nominee and registered in
the name of a nominee of DTC. Except under the limited circumstances described below, global debt securities are
not exchangeable for definitive certificated debt securities.

Ownership of beneficial interests in a global debt security is limited to institutions that have accounts with DTC or its
nominee (“participants”) or persons that may hold interests through participants. In addition, ownership of beneficial
interests by participants in a global debt security will be evidenced only by, and the transfer of that ownership interest
will be effected only through, records maintained by DTC or its nominee for a global debt security. Ownership of
beneficial interests in a global debt security by persons that hold through participants will be evidenced only by, and
the transfer of that ownership interest within that participant will be effected only through, records maintained by that
participant. DTC has no knowledge of the actual beneficial owners of the debt securities. Beneficial owners will not
receive written confirmation from DTC of their purchase, but beneficial owners are expected to receive written
confirmations providing details of the transaction, as well as periodic statements of their holdings, from the
participants through which the beneficial owners entered the transaction. The laws of some jurisdictions require that
certain purchasers of securities take physical delivery of such securities in definitive form. Such laws may impair the
ability to transfer beneficial interests in a global debt security.

Payments on debt securities represented by a global debt security registered in the name of or held by DTC or its
nominee will be made to DTC or its nominee, as the case may be, as the registered owner and holder of the global

debt security representing the debt securities. We expect that upon receipt of any payments with respect to a global
debt security, DTC will immediately credit accounts of participants on its book-entry registration and transfer system
with payments in amounts proportionate to their respective beneficial interests in the principal amount of that global
debt security as shown in the records of DTC. Payments by participants to owners of beneficial interests in a global
debt security held through those participants will be governed by standing instructions and customary practices, as is
now the case with securities held for the accounts of customers in bearer form or registered in “street name,” and will be
the sole responsibility of those participants, subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements that may be in effect
from time to time.

Neither we, any Trustee nor any of our respective agents will be responsible for any aspect of the records of DTC, any
nominee or any participant relating to, or payments made on account of, beneficial interests in a permanent global
debt security or for maintaining, supervising or reviewing any of the records of DTC, any nominee or any participant
relating to such beneficial interests.

A global debt security is exchangeable for definitive debt securities registered in the name of, and a transfer of a
global debt security may be registered to, any person other than DTC or its nominee, only if:

¢ DTC notifies us that it is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary for that global debt security or at any time
DTC ceases to be registered under the Exchange Act, and a successor depositary is not appointed by us within 90

days after our receipt of such notice;

ethere shall have occurred and be continuing an event of default under the debt securities and the registrar shall have
received a request from the depositary to issue certificated securities;
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ewe determine in our sole discretion that the global debt security shall be exchangeable for definitive debt securities
in registered form; or

o as may be provided in any applicable prospectus supplement.
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Any global debt security that is exchangeable pursuant to the preceding sentence will be exchangeable in whole for
definitive debt securities in registered form, of like tenor and of an equal aggregate principal amount as the global debt
security, in denominations of $2,000 or any integral multiple of $1,000 in excess thereof. The definitive debt
securities will be registered by the registrar in the name or names instructed by DTC. We expect that these
instructions may be based upon directions received by DTC from its participants with respect to ownership of
beneficial interests in the global debt security.

Except as provided above, owners of the beneficial interests in a global debt security will not be entitled to receive
physical delivery of debt securities in definitive form and will not be considered the holders of debt securities for any
purpose under the Indentures. No global debt security shall be exchangeable except for another global debt security of
like denomination and tenor to be registered in the name of DTC or its nominee. Accordingly, each person owning a
beneficial interest in a global debt security must rely on the procedures of DTC and, if that person is not a participant,
on the procedures of the participant through which that person owns its interest, to exercise any rights of a holder
under the global debt security or the Indentures.

We understand that, under existing industry practices, in the event that we request any action of holders, or an owner
of a beneficial interest in a global debt security desires to give or take any action that a holder is entitled to give or
take under the debt securities or the Indentures, DTC would authorize the participants holding the relevant beneficial
interest to give or take that action, and those participants would authorize beneficial owners owning through those
participants to give or take that action or would otherwise act upon the instructions of beneficial owners owning
through them.

DTC is a limited purpose trust company organized under the laws of the State of New York, a “banking organization”
within the meaning of the New York Banking Law, a member of the Federal Reserve System, a “clearing corporation”
within the meaning of the New York Uniform Commercial Code and a “clearing agency” pursuant to the provisions of
Section 17A of the Exchange Act. DTC was created to hold securities of its participants and to facilitate the clearance
and settlement of securities transactions among its participants in those securities through electronic book-entry
changes in accounts of the participants, thereby eliminating the need for physical movement of securities

certificates. DTC’s participants include securities brokers and dealers, banks, trust companies, clearing corporations
and certain other organizations. DTC is a wholly owned subsidiary of The Depository Trust & Clearing Corporation
(“DTCC”). DTCC is the holding company for DTC, National Securities Clearance Corporation and Fixed Income
Clearing Corporation, all of which are registered clearing agencies. DTCC is owned by the users of its regulated
subsidiaries. Access to the DTC system is also available to others, such as banks, brokers, dealers, trust companies
and clearing corporations that clear through or maintain a custodial relationship with a participant, either directly or
indirectly. The rules applicable to DTC and its participants are on file with the SEC. More information about DTC
can be found at www.dtcc.com; the information contained on that website is not incorporated in this prospectus or in
any prospectus supplement.

Covenants
Under the Indentures, we have agreed to:
. pay the principal of, and interest and any premium on, the debt securities when due;
. maintain a place of payment;
edeliver an officer’s certificate to the Trustee within 150 days after the end of each fiscal year regarding our review of

compliance with our obligations under the Indentures;
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o maintain our corporate existence; and

e deposit sufficient funds with any paying agent on or before the due date for any payment of principal, interest or
premium.

10
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Consolidation, Merger or Asset Sale

Both Indentures generally allow us to consolidate or merge with a person, association or entity. They also allow us to
sell, lease or transfer our property and assets substantially as an entirety to a person, association or entity.

However, we will only consolidate or merge with or into any other person, association or entity or sell, lease or
transfer our assets substantially as an entirety according to the terms and conditions of the Indentures, which include
the following requirements:

ethe remaining or acquiring person, association or entity is a corporation or partnership organized under the laws of
the United States, any state or the District of Columbia;

ethe remaining or acquiring person, association or entity expressly assumes all of our responsibilities and liabilities
under the Indentures, including the punctual payment of all amounts due on the debt securities and performance of

the covenants in the Indentures;

eimmediately after giving effect to the transaction, no event which is, or after notice or lapse of time or both would
become, an Event of Default, as defined below, exists; and

edelivery to the Trustee an officer’s certificate and an opinion of counsel stating that all related conditions have been
satisfied.

The remaining or acquiring person, association or entity will be substituted for us in the Indentures with the same
effect as if it had been an original party to the Indentures. Thereafter, the successor may exercise our rights and
powers under the Indentures, in our name or in its own name. If we sell or transfer our assets substantially as an
entirety, we will be released from all our liabilities and obligations under the Indentures and the debt securities. If we
lease our assets substantially as an entirety, we will not be released from our obligations under the Indentures and the
debt securities.

Events of Default

Unless otherwise specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, each of the following events will be an Event of
Default under an Indenture with respect to any series of debt securities issued under that Indenture:

. failure to pay principal of (or premium, if any, on) any debt security of the series when due;

efailure to deposit a sinking fund or any other such analogous required payment, if any, when due by the terms of a
debt security of the series;

. failure to pay any interest on any debt security of the series when due, continued for 30 days;

efailure to perform or comply with any covenant in the applicable Indenture or related supplemental indenture,
continued for 90 days after written notice as provided in the Indenture;

. certain events in bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization affecting us; and
eany other Event of Default set forth in the applicable indenture or supplemental indenture relating to the debt

securities of that series.
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An Event of Default for a particular series of debt securities does not necessarily constitute an Event of Default for
any other series of debt securities issued under an Indenture. The applicable Trustee may withhold notice to the
holders of a series of debt securities of any default, except payment defaults of principal or interest or any premium on
those debt securities, if it considers such withholding to be in the interest of the holders.

If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing, then the applicable Trustee or the holders of a specified percentage in
aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series may declare the entire principal amount of
the debt securities of that series to be due and payable immediately; provided, however, that the holders of a majority
of the aggregate principal amount of the debt securities of that series may, under certain circumstances, rescind and
annul the declaration.

11
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Subject to provisions in each Indenture relating to its duties in case an Event of Default shall have occurred and be
continuing, no Trustee will be under an obligation to exercise any of its rights or powers under that Indenture at the
request, order or direction of any holders of debt securities then outstanding under that Indenture, unless the holders
shall have offered to the applicable Trustee reasonable indemnity. If such reasonable indemnity is provided, the
holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any series will have the right
to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the applicable Trustee
or exercising any power conferred on the Trustee, for any series of debt securities.

Defeasance

Debt securities of a series may be defeased at any time in accordance with their terms and as set forth in the applicable
Indenture and described briefly below, unless the securities resolutions or supplemental indenture establishing the
terms of the series provides otherwise. Any defeasance may terminate all of our obligations (with limited exceptions)
with respect to a series of debt securities and the applicable Indenture (“legal defeasance”), or it may terminate only our
obligations under any restrictive covenants which may be applicable to a particular series (“‘covenant defeasance”).

We may exercise our legal defeasance option even though we have also exercised our covenant defeasance option. If
we exercise the legal defeasance option with respect to a series of debt securities, that series may not be accelerated
because of an Event of Default. If we exercise the covenant defeasance option, that series of debt securities may not
be accelerated by reference to any restrictive covenants which may be applicable to that particular series.

To exercise either defeasance option as to a series of debt securities, we must:

eirrevocably deposit in trust with the applicable Trustee or another trustee money or U.S. government obligations in
an amount to pay and discharge the principal of and any premium and interest on the debt securities on the stated
maturities or redemption dates therefor and any mandatory sinking fund payments;

edeliver a certificate from a nationally recognized firm of independent accountants expressing their opinion that the
payments of principal and interest when due on the deposited U.S. government obligations, without reinvestment,
plus any deposited money without investment, will provide cash at the times and in the amounts necessary to pay
the principal of and premium and interest when due on all debt securities of the series to maturity or redemption, as
the case may be, and any mandatory sinking fund payments; and

o comply with certain other conditions. In particular, we must obtain an opinion of tax counsel that the
defeasance will not result in recognition of any gain or loss to holders for federal income tax purposes.

Discharge

We may discharge all our obligations under an Indenture with respect to the notes of any series, other than our
obligation to register the transfer of and to exchange notes of that series, when either:

eall outstanding notes of that series, except lost, stolen or destroyed notes that have been replaced or paid and notes
for whose payment money has been deposited in trust and thereafter repaid to us, have been delivered to the Trustee
cancelled or for cancellation; or

eall such notes not so delivered for cancellation have either become due and payable or will become due and payable
at their stated maturity within one year or are to be called for redemption within one year, and we have deposited
with the Trustee in trust an amount of cash sufficient to pay the entire indebtedness of such notes, including interest
to the stated maturity or applicable redemption date; and
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ewe have paid all other sums due under that Indenture and delivered an officer’s certificate and opinion of counsel to
the Trustee stating that all related conditions have been satisfied.

Modification of Indentures

Under each Indenture, generally we and the Trustee may modify our rights and obligations and the rights of the
holders with the consent of the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities
of each series affected by the modification.

No modification of the principal or interest payment terms, no modification reducing the percentage required for any
waiver or modifications and no modification impairing the right to institute suit for the payment on debt securities of
any series when due, is effective against any holder without its consent.

In addition, we and the applicable Trustee may amend the Indentures without the consent of any holder of the debt
securities to make certain technical changes, such as:

e curing ambiguities or correcting defects or inconsistencies or otherwise adding or changing provisions with respect
to matters or questions arising under the Indenture relating to a particular series of debt securities that does not
adversely affect the rights of any holder in any material respect;

eevidencing the succession of another person to us, and the assumption by that successor of our obligations under the
applicable indenture and the debt securities of any series;

o providing for the acceptance of appointment by a successor trustee;
o qualifying the indentures under the TIA;

ecomplying with the rules and regulations of any securities exchange or automated quotation system on which debt
securities of any series may be listed or traded; or

e adding, changing or eliminating provisions relating to a particular series of debt securities to be issued.

Subordination

Debt securities of a series may be subordinated to our “Senior Indebtedness,” which we define (subject to modification
in any applicable prospectus supplement) generally as money borrowed, including guarantees of payment, by us that

is not expressly subordinate or junior in right of payment to any of our other indebtedness. Subordinated debt
securities will be subordinate in right of payment, to the extent and in the manner set forth in the indenture, and related
supplemental indenture or authorizing resolution (including any related officers’ certificate or Company order), and the
prospectus supplement relating to such series, to the prior payment of all of our indebtedness that is designated as
“Senior Indebtedness” with respect to the series. Under a subordinated indenture, payment of the principal, interest and
premium, if any, on the subordinated debt securities will generally be subordinated and junior in right of payment to
the prior payment in full of all senior debt. The Subordinated Indenture will provide that no payment of principal,
interest and any premium on the subordinated debt securities may be made in the event:

e we fail to pay the principal, interest, premium, if any, or any other amounts on any Senior Indebtedness within any
applicable grace period (including at maturity); or
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eany other default on Senior Indebtedness occurs and the maturity of such Senior Indebtedness is accelerated in
accordance with its terms unless, in either case, the default has been cured or waived and any such acceleration has
been rescinded or such Senior Indebtedness has been paid in full in cash;
. of any insolvency, bankruptcy or similar proceeding involving us or our property; or
e of a default (other than payment default) with respect to the Senior Indebtedness that imposes a payment blockage
on the subordinated debt securities for a maximum of 179 days at any one time, unless the Event of Default has
been cured or waived or shall no longer exist.
The Subordinated Indenture will not limit the amount of Senior Indebtedness that we may incur.
No Individual Liability of Officers, Directors, Employees or Stockholders
No director, officer, employee or stockholder, as such, of ours or any of our affiliates shall have any personal liability

in respect of our obligations under any Indenture or the debt securities by reason of his, her or its status as such.

14

31



Edgar Filing: EPLUS INC - Form S-3

Table of Contents
DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

The following is a description of our capital stock and a summary of the rights of our stockholders and provisions
pertaining to indemnification of our directors and officers. You should also refer to our Amended and Restated
Certificate of Incorporation and Amended and Restated Bylaws, which are incorporated by reference in this
prospectus, and to Delaware law.

General

The Company has an authorized capitalization of 27,000,000 shares of capital stock, consisting of 25,000,000 shares
of common stock, par value $0.01 per share, and 2,000,000 shares of undesignated preferred stock, par value $0.01
per share. As of December 31, 2013, we have a total of 1,373,313 shares of our common stock reserved and
remaining to be issued for grants of options and restricted stock awards under our stock plans. As of December 31,
2013, there were 8,088,484 shares of common stock, and no shares of preferred stock outstanding. As of such date,
there were 173 holders of record of common stock.

Common Stock
Subject to the prior or special rights of holders of shares of preferred stock:

Dividends. The holders of shares of common stock are entitled to any dividends that may be declared by our board of
directors out of legally available funds;

Liquidation, Dissolution or Winding Up. In the event of a liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the Company, the
holders of shares of our common stock are entitled upon liquidation to share ratably in all assets remaining after
payment of liabilities and the satisfaction of the liquidation preferences of any outstanding shares of preferred stock;

Redemption. The holders of shares of our common stock are not subject to, or entitled to the benefits of, any
redemption or sinking fund provision;

Conversion. No holder of common stock has the right to convert or exchange any such shares with or into any other
shares of capital stock of the Company;

Preemptive Rights. No holder of common stock has preemptive rights; and

Voting. Each share of common stock entitles the holder thereof to one vote, in person or by proxy, on all matters
submitted to a vote of stockholders generally. Voting is non-cumulative. The outstanding shares of our common
stock are fully paid and non-assessable. Except as specifically provided in the Delaware General Corporation Law
(the “DGCL”) or in the Company’s certificate of incorporation or bylaws, the affirmative vote required for stockholder
action shall be that of a majority of the shares present in person or represented by proxy at the meeting (as counted for
purposes of determining the existence of a quorum at the meeting). Directors are elected by a plurality of the votes
cast in the election.

Preferred Stock

The following description of the terms of the preferred stock sets forth the general terms and provisions of the
preferred stock to which any prospectus supplement may relate. Other terms of any series of the preferred stock
offered by any prospectus supplement will be described in that prospectus supplement. The description of the
provisions of the preferred stock set forth below and in any applicable prospectus supplement does not purport to be
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complete and is subject to and qualified in its entirety by reference to our amended and restated certificate of
incorporation and the certificate of designations relating to each series of the preferred stock. The certificate of
designations will be filed with the Commission and incorporated by reference in the registration statement of which
this prospectus is a part at or prior to the time of the issuance of each new series of preferred stock.
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The preferred stock may be issued from time to time by our board of directors as shares of one or more classes or
series. Subject to the provisions of our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and limitations prescribed by
law, our board of directors is expressly authorized to adopt resolutions to issue the shares, to fix the number of shares,
to change the number of shares constituting any series and to provide for or change the voting powers, designations,
preferences and relative, participating, optional or other special rights, qualifications, limitations or restrictions
thereof, including dividend rights (including whether dividends are cumulative), dividend rates, terms of redemption
(including sinking fund provisions), redemption prices, conversion rights and liquidation preferences of the shares
constituting any class or series of the preferred stock, in each case without any action or vote by the holders of
common stock.

The issuance of shares of preferred stock, or the issuance of rights to purchase shares of preferred stock, could be used
to discourage an unsolicited acquisition proposal. For instance, the issuance of a series of preferred stock might
impede a business combination by including class voting rights that would enable the holders to block such a
transaction; or the issuance might facilitate a business combination by including voting rights that would provide a
required percentage vote of the stockholders. In addition, under some circumstances, the issuance of preferred stock
could adversely affect the voting power of the holders of the common stock. Although our board of directors is
required to make any determination to issue preferred stock based on its judgment as to the best interests of our
stockholders, the board of directors could act in a manner that would discourage an acquisition attempt or other
transaction that some or a majority of the stockholders might believe to be in their best interests or in which
stockholders might receive a premium for their stock over the then market price of the stock. The board of directors
does not currently intend to seek stockholder approval prior to any issuance of currently authorized stock, unless
otherwise required by law or the rules of any market on which our securities are traded.

The preferred stock shall have the dividend, liquidation, redemption and voting rights set forth in a prospectus
supplement relating to the particular series of the preferred stock. Reference is made to the prospectus supplement
relating to the particular series of the preferred stock offered by the prospectus supplement for specific terms,

including:

o the designation and stated value per share of such preferred stock and the number of shares offered;
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